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SUBJECT: PROPOSED SOVIET COMMERCIAL OFFICE SAN FRANCISCO 

1 . DEPARTMENT LEARNED UNOFFICIALLY THAT SOVIET CONGEN 
SAN FRANCISCO HAS BEEN NEGOTIATING TO LEASE OFFICE SPACE 
FOR FUTURE COMMERCIAL OFFICE. IN MEETING IN DEPARTMENT 
APRIL 27. OIC BILATERAL AFFAIRS. EUR/SOV, (LEVITSKY) TOLD 
SOVEMBASSY COUNSELOR KAVALEROV THAT WE WERE AWARE OF THESE 
ACTIVITIES AND POINTED OUT THAT THE DEPARTMENT SHOULD BE 
CONSULTED BEFORE ANY STEPS WERE TAKEN BY SOVIET CONGEN TO 
ACQUIRE ADDITIONAL PROPERTY FOR OFFICIAL PURPOSES. 

LEVITSKY SAID THAT IF SOVIET EMBASSY WISHED TO MAKE 
REQUEST FOR PERMISSION TO ACQUIRE SUCH PROPERTY. WE WOULD 
CONSIDER IT, BUT THAT IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES CHANCES 
FOR APPROVAL WERE NOT GOOD. LEVITSKY MENTIONED SOVIET 
LACK OF COOPERATION ON SUCH THINGS AS AMBASSADOR'S SUPPORT 
FLIGHT, HOUSING AND ELECTRICAL POWER IN MOSCOW, EMPLOYMENT 
OF LOCALS IN LENINGRAD, AND SAID THESE PROBLEMS CREATED 
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GIVE FAVORABLE CONSIDERATION TO REQUEST FOR NEW OFFICIAL 
PROPERTY ACQUISITION IN SAN FRANCISCO. 

2. IN ANTICIPATION OF FORMAL SOVIET REQUEST, WE WOULD 
LIKE TO CONSIDER IF THERE IS ANYTHING WE MIGHT WANT FROM 
THE SOVIETS IN RETURN FOR GRANTING SOVIETS PERMISSION TO 
OPEN A COMMERCIAL OFFICE IN SAN FRANCISCO. ONE POSSI- 
BILITY MIGHT BE TO RESURRECT THE IDEA OF ESTABLISHING 

A US COMMERCIAL LIBRARY IN LENINGRAD OUTSIDE CONGEN 
PREMISES, PERHAPS IN THE LENINGRAD BRANCH OFFICE OF THE 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE. SUCH A LIBRARY WOULD BE 
SERVICED BY CONGEN AND COMMERCIAL OFFICE BUT STAFFED 
BY SOVIETS AND COULD SERVE TO STIMULATE DIRECT CONTACTS 
WITH FIRMS AND PRODUCTION ORGANIZATIONS IN LENINGRAD. 

3. WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S AND CONGEN’S VIEWS ON 
THIS, OR ANY OTHER SUGGESTIONS FOR APPROPRIATE FORM OF 
RECIPROCITY. SISCO 
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